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ST. PIUS  X BNS 

… Easter 2021 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  
I hope you are well and coping during these 
difficult days. The most recent lockdown has 
been a huge challenge for all members of our 
community and our collective thoughts are 
with all those for whom it was marked by 
sadness and loss. As we reach the end of 
what has been a very disrupted 2nd Term, I’d 
like to again acknowledge the amazing work 
that went on during our recent school 
closure. Parents, pupils and teachers rose to 
the significant challenge of remote learning 
and, while far from ideal, the outcomes far 
exceeded those of our first lockdown. Huge 
credit must go to all  households across our 
parish and beyond who got up, logged on 
and engaged with learning content. Zoom 
assemblies were a favourite too with even a 
horse making an appearance at “bring your 
pet to assembly”!! Well done to staff for 
switching to remote work so effectively and 
ensuring a continuation of learning for our 
pupils. As always, our Board of Management 
has been to the fore, assisting pupils and 
teachers in both remote and reopening of 

schooling. I’d like to thank them for their 
assistance and support throughout the past 
12 months. Finally, I’d like to acknowledge 
the Parents’ Association for their ever-
present support and assistance during our 
prolonged and unexpected closures. 
You’ll see that our newsletter has plenty of 
news and information from Term Two.  Term 
Three offers us all the hope of sustained face 
to face learning, a return to routines and, 
most of all, better weather! I look forward to 
seeing everyone back to school on 12th April.  
  
  
Lorcan Coyle 
Principal 

 

WHIZZ QUIZ 

Mr. Réamonn brought us more Whizz 
Quizzes this term, but as the boys from 3rd 
to 6th classes were busy doing their 
schoolwork from home, these quizzes  were 
not the weekly classroom quizzes that the 
boys have come to love and enjoy on a 
Friday. Instead, Mr. Réamonn hosted two 
Bumper Whizz Quizzes live from the school 
via the Zoom webinar app – one before the 
February mid-term break and one to 
celebrate the boys’ return to school in mid-
March. Almost 200 devices logged in to 
participate from home with all family 
members welcome to join in and try to 
answer the fun questions, tricky teasers and 
puzzling pics provided. Each quiz featured 5 
rounds of 6 questions covering everything 
from Wacky Words and Puzzling Pics to 
General Knowledge and the World of 
Entertainment. The quizzes were a lovely 
way for the boys to come together and have 
a little break from the routine of school work. 
Thanks also to Mr. Smyth and Mr. Coughlan 
for their technical support… and for the fun 
banter between rounds! 

 



 

 

 

 

MR CURTIN’S 5TH CLASS PROJECT 

During the month of January, the boys in Mr Curtin’s 5th class were 
asked pick a country of their choice, to research online or in books they 

had at home. 

After gathering a wide range of information, they then neatly and colourfully 

displayed all their new-found knowledge on a large poster. Some students put their computer 
skills to good use and inventively assembled their project using ‘Microsoft PowerPoint’. 

All students learned about popular pastimes, foods and climate while also researching key 
areas such as population, currency and language(s) spoken in their chosen country. 

Since returning to school, the boys have begun presenting their projects to their fellow 

classmates. The projects will be proudly displayed in the hallway outside Mr. Curtin’s class 
until the end of the school year. 

       

 

                    

 

 

 



 

 

AISTEAR – LEARNING THROUGH PLAY 

This month the boys returned to school and it was great to see the Junior Infants once again 

enjoying their Aistear Stations. Our topic in Junior Infants was ‘School’ and between building 
classrooms in Construction to being teachers themselves in Small World it really was busy! 
Mr Coyle’s Office was a popular build, as was Karen’s Office. March itself came with Mother’s 

Day, St. Patrick’s Day and Easter so the boys were working hard in The Junk Art Station -
painting handprints, creating Mr Shamrock Men and colouring Easter Eggs to create a nice 

ribbon display. Let’s hope next month’s topic will be as much fun!! 

 

THE GREAT 5TH CLASS PIUS BAKE OFF 

The boys in Ms. O’Connor’s 5th class were very busy over lockdown and attempted to prove 
their baking prowess by taking part in a baking competition. The boys had to create a 

‘showstopper’ of their choice and present it to the class online via Zoom! Unfortunately, to 
their great disappointment, Ms. O’Connor and Mr. Réamonn were not able to taste any of the 
delicious creations as it was virtual but they were awestruck with the standard of baking 

skills in the class! Some of the showstoppers included; brown bread, cookies, brownies, 
sponge cakes with buttercream icing, triple-layered rainbow cakes, Harry Potter themed 

cupcakes, coffee cake, scones, strawberry cheesecake and madeira cake. Matthew showed 
tremendous baking skills by baking a cake in the form of a chessboard which involved baking 
2 separate cakes – chocolate and vanilla and doing a lot of cutting and assembling to put 

them together to create the squares for the chessboard! We also had a chocolate cake covered 
in red marshmallows representing Corona Virus and a vaccine made from red velvet cake! 
The boys had great fun taking part and Ms. O’Connor realised she had a class full of star 

bakers!! 

          
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE LAUNCH 
  

As we hope you all already know, our new 
school website went live in time for the 

senior classes’ return to school. The web 
address hasn’t changed www.piusxbns.ie. 
. . so be sure to check it out!!! It was an 

absolutely mammoth task to get the new 
website built, to migrate over from the 
previous site and to populate the new site. 

Huge thanks to Matthew and his team in 
QwertyIT for building the site to Mr. 

Coyle’s very exacting standards! We 
requested that the site be vibrant, user-
friendly and informative, and QwertyIT 

certainly delivered.  We hope you agree the 
new website is a truer reflection of the 

modern, innovative school we strive to be. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to the Pius I.T. 
Team and our resident photographers, 

videographers and editors for the trojan 
work they put in on getting the site ready 
to launch. Updating the site is an on-going 

process and we would very much welcome 
thoughts on improving the site from staff, 

parents and the children themselves. If 
you have a good idea please send it on to 
the team it-team@piusxbns.ie 

Here in Pius Boys’ N.S. we always prided 
ourselves on our ‘open door’ policy to 

parents and the wider community. That is 
another thing Covid has stolen from us, 
and so the website is a particularly 

invaluable link between home, school and 
community at this time. 
We would urge you to check the website 

weekly, if not daily, to see the amazing 
things our boys get up to! (It should also 

be mentioned that our old site is in 
‘archive’ and can be accessed via the new 
site.) 
 

SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE 

Bhí seachtain na Gaeilge 2021 an-
ghnóthach i Scoil Pius Naofa X i mbliana. Is 

iontach an spiorad a bhí mór-thimpeall na 
scoile agus tháinig na daltaí agus múinteóirí 
go léir le chéile chun cultúr na tíre a 

chéiliúradh agus an teanga álainn atá 
againn a labhairt. Bhí clár breá imeachtaí ar 

siúl, mar shampla, tráth na gceist, comórtas 
ealaíona, craic is comhrá, léamh le cara, 
agus gaelgóirí na seachtaine 

Chomhghairdeas do gach uile pháiste a 
ghlac páirt agus a thug brí don tseanfhocail 

“Beatha teanga í a labhairt”. 
 

Gaeilgeoirí na Seachtaine 

Tom Duggan            (Ms. Devenney)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Elliot Murphy           (Ms. Mooney) 
Tom Kelleher            (Ms. Robinson) 

Ciarán Tunney         (Ms. Gallagher) 
Micháel Martin & Patrick McGovern     
                                (Ms. McWeeney)               

Benjamin Flood        (Ms. Maxwell) 
Jamie Lyons             (Ms. Steward) 

Max Breen O’ Boyle    (Ms. Crosbie)           
John McGarvey, Michael Coughlan 
                                (Ms. Dunne) 

 Ryan Burke Behan  (Mr. Smith) 
 Thomas Sweeney     (Ms. Brogan) 

 Ronan Kealy            (Ms. Redmond) 
 Eoin Tunney & Jamie Jones 
                                (Ms. Pléamonn) 

  Matthew Bailey      (Mr. O Fatherty) 
  Oisín Gibbons        (Mr. Kealy) 
  Kieron McDonnell  (Ms. O Connor) 

  Cillian Friery          (Mr. Curtin) 
  Kevin Ryan             (Mr. Geraghty) 

  Shane Farrelly & James McGoldrick  
(Mr Dillon) 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

School Reopens Monday 12th April, 2021 

May Bank Holiday – Closed Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th May 

June Bank Holiday – Closed Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th June 

Summer Holidays – Closed Wednesday 30th June at 12 Noon 

  

PE NEWS 

At the beginning of the lockdown we 

practiced fundamental movements 
followed by some contemporary 
dance which I am pleased to say was 

an overwhelming success. Also, the 
Star Wars themed fitness video was 

difficult but great fun and the Gaelic 
football skills were phenomenal. I am 
extremely humbled by the work rate 

of every boy during PE so far this 
year,  from the response online via 

the amazing pictures, short videos 
and art work, to the brilliant 
sprinters and tennis players I have 

seen over the last four weeks. All of 
you are a credit to this fantastic 
school.  

Thank you so much boys and have a 

well deserved Easter break. 

Ms. Goddard 

 

MINDFULNESS 

During March our school 

participated in virtual 

mindfulness sessions with Ms 

Pounch. Each class got the 

opportunity to practice their 

breathing, yoga and meditation 

techniques creating a relaxing 

atmosphere for those who were 

still at home and for the boys 

who happily returned to school. 

We hope to continue these 

sessions during term three. 

Well done to all the boys who 

have taken part so far. 

 Namaste 



 

 

COVID RESTRICTIONS 

As we come to the end of Term 2, we would like to thank all parents for their cooperation 

since our school reopened and for adhering to guidelines. It is these guidelines that allow us 

to remain safe and to stay open. We remind parents that if your child has any symptoms or 

illnesses, to please keep him at home and consult a GP. This is the HSE Guidance: “if you 

were tested because you have any symptoms of COVID-19 and received a negative result , 

please restrict your movements (stay at home) until you have had no symptoms for 48 hours.  

This is because you may have another infectious illness, such as flu.  You can return to your 

normal activities once you are 48 hours without symptoms.  This includes going to work or 

school.”   

We would also ask that if your child suffers from a chronic illness, such as asthma, or hay 

fever to please  inform the class teacher, as this helps us to make informed decisions when 

we children present with symptoms in the classroom. Finally, we would like to thank parents 

for all their hard work during the period of remote learning. A lot of work was  done to ensure 

boys stayed up to date with their work and this is reflected with the following stats. 

 

The school also hosted 302 Zoom meeting/assemblies and 8 webinars and we would like to 

give a special mention to Mr Coughlan, who hosted a whopping 75 Zoom meetings during 

the closure !!!!! 

 

Seesaw 
 

             39,841  28,913               39,123   6,507   

            Posts Added  Comments              Likes of Work  Visits by Family  


